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Under the charging provisions set out in legislation, the Local Committee may 
choose to charge for certain defined activities policies. This policy is available 
to parents on request. 
 

CHARGING FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
 

Introduction 
Sections 449-462 of the Education Act 1996 set out the law on charging for 
school activities in schools maintained by local authorities in England. This 
guidance complements the information given in “A Guide to the Law for 
School Governors” (Chapter 23). This guidance accurately reflects the terms 
of the Education Act 1996, but it is not a substitute for those terms. This guide 
is also referred to in paragraph 1.82 in the School Admissions Code, and in 
para 1.97 in the revised School Admissions Code (in force from 10/2/09). 
Schools must ensure that they inform parents on low incomes and in receipt 
of the benefits listed on page 4 of this guide of the support available to them 
when being asked for contributions towards the cost of school visits. 
Education 
School governing bodies and local authorities cannot charge for: 

• an admission application to any maintained school; 

• education provided during school hours (including the supply of any 
materials, books, instruments or other equipment); 

• education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National 
Curriculum1, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination 
that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious 
education; 

• tuition for pupil’s learning to play musical instruments if the tuition is 
required as part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a 
prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the 
school, or part of religious education; 

• entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been 
prepared for it at the school 

 

Schools and local authorities can charge for: 

• any materials, books, instruments, or equipment, where the child’s 
parent wishes him to own them; 

• music and vocal tuition, in limited circumstances  
 
 
 
Optional Extras 
Charges may be made for some activities that are known as “optional extras”. 
Where an optional extra is being provided, a charge can be made for 
providing materials, books, instruments, or equipment.  
Optional extras are: 

• education provided outside of school time that is not: 
a) part of the National Curriculum; 
c) part of religious education. 

• board and lodging for a pupil on a residential visit. 



In calculating the cost of optional extras an amount may be included in 
relation to: any materials, books, instruments, or equipment provided in 
connection with the optional extra. Any charge made in respect of individual 
pupils must not exceed the actual cost of providing the optional extra activity, 
divided equally by the number of pupils participating. It must not therefore 
include an element of subsidy for any other pupils wishing to participate in the 
activity whose parents are unwilling or unable to pay the full charge. 
 

Participation in any optional extra activity will be on the basis of parental 
choice and a willingness to meet the charges. Parental agreement is therefore 
a necessary prerequisite for the provision of an optional extra where charges 
will be made. 
 
Voluntary Contributions 
Nothing in legislation prevents a school governing body or local authority from 
asking for voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or any school 
activities. 
However, if the activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions, the 
head teacher will make this clear to parents at the outset. The head teacher 
will also make it clear to parents that there is no obligation to make any 
contribution. 
No child will be excluded from an activity because his or her parents are 
unwilling or unable to pay. If insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to 
fund a visit, then it will be cancelled. The schools will make this clear to 
parents. If a parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their child will be given an 
equal chance to go on the visit.  
When making requests for voluntary contributions to the school funds, parents 
will not be made to feel pressurised into paying as it is voluntary and not 
compulsory. 
 
The Governing Body (prior to local committee) has recommended 
(8.11.12) that children do not take spending money on school 
educational visits; the cost of any necessary items can be included in 
the cost of the trip so that each child receives the same opportunity. 
 
Music Tuition 
Although the law states that all education provided during school hours must 
be free, music lessons are an exception to this rule. 
The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a regulation-making 
power which allowed the DFE to specify circumstances where charging can 
be made for music tuition. These regulations provide pupils with greater 
access to vocal and instrumental tuition. 
Charges may now be made for teaching either an individual pupil or groups of 
any appropriate size. Charges may only be made if the teaching is not an 
essential part of either the National Curriculum or a public examination 
syllabus being followed by the pupil(s), or the first access to the Key Stage 2 
Instrumental and Vocal Tuition Programme (Wider Opportunities). A voluntary 
contribution may be requested for replacement reeds for clarinets. These are 
for sole use of the individual. 
 



Transport 
Schools cannot charge for: 

• transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the 
local education authority has a statutory obligation to provide transport; 

• transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing 
body or LA has arranged for pupils to be educated. 

• A voluntary contribution may be requested if transport is provided in 
connection with an educational visit during school hours  

 

Residential Visits 
School are allowed to make a charge for board and lodging for residential 
visits. This is with the exception of pupils whose parents are receiving various 
benefits (list available) that entitle families to an exemption from paying for the 
cost of board and lodging. These have been aligned with free school meals 
eligibility criteria. The head teacher will inform all parents of the right to claim 
free board and lodging if they are receiving these benefits. The costs involved 
in the remission of board and lodgings are borne by the school from 
contingency funds. 


