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Manor Oak Primary School Curriculum Policy 

 

Policy statement  

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum, based on the National Curriculum, at Manor 

Oak Primary School with full coverage of all primary school subjects, as well as many 

opportunities for enrichment and challenge. Our pupils are offered a wide range of 

experiences to extend their understanding of themselves and the world in which they live. 

Skills, attitudes and values are developed to prepare the children for the next stage of 

learning (key stage 1 and 2 ready and secondary ready), and enable them to be successful in 

the community. We believe that effective learning takes place when there is considerable 

emphasis on active involvement, opportunities to talk both imaginatively, expressively and to 

explain and clarify thinking. We make meaningful connections across subjects. Our 

curriculum includes not only the formal requirements of the national curriculum but also the 

‘hidden curriculum’, where the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to 

behave. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can 

work and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve 

their true potential. We actively promote British values of democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs to 

prepare our pupils for life in modern day Britain.  

 

Values underpinning our curriculum 

Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear at our school: Aspire, 

Challenge, Empower. The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its objective 

of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in order to 

lead fulfilling lives.  

Our school is in full agreement with the values statement included in the introduction to The 

National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers. These are the main values of our 

school, upon which we have based our curriculum:  

• We value the way in which all children are unique, and our curriculum promotes 

respect for the views of each individual child, as well as for people of all cultures. We 

value the spiritual and moral development of each person, as well as their intellectual 

and physical growth.  

•  We value the importance of each person in our community. We organise our 

curriculum so that we promote co-operation and understanding between all members 

of our community.  

• We value the rights enjoyed by each person in our society. We respect each child in 

our school for who they are, and we treat them with fairness and honesty. We aim to 



enable each person to be successful, and we provide equal opportunities for all the 

children in our school.  

• We value our environment, and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for 

our world, and how we should care for it for future generations, as well as our own.  

We develop spiritual development of pupils by:  

• Being reflective about their own beliefs and having respect for different people’s faith, 

feelings and values  

• Encouraging a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, 

others and the world around them  

• Being imaginative and creative in their learning  

• Being able to reflect on their experiences  

 

Moral development is shown by their:  

• Ability to recognise right from wrong and applying in their own lives  

• Understanding the consequences of their actions 

• Being able to offer reasonable views about moral and ethical issues and appreciating 

the viewpoint of others  

 

 

Social Development is shown by their:  

• Range of social skills in different situations and with different people  

• Co-operating with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively  

• Accepting and engaging with fundamental British Values of democracy, rule of law, 

liberty, respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs  

 

Cultural Development is shown by their:  

• Appreciating a wide range of cultural influences that have shaped people’s lives  

• Understanding of different cultures  

• Preparation for life in Modern Britain  

• Willingness to join in with artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities  

• Be able to explore and improve their understanding of other people’s beliefs and cultural 

differences  

The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 

expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule 



of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs.”  

The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy, and 

these values have been reiterated by the Prime Minister last year. At Manor Oak Primary 

School these values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways:  

 

 

Democracy:  

Democracy is widespread throughout the school. Pupils have the opportunity to have their 

voices heard through our School Council, Pupil questionnaires and pupil voice. The election 

of School Council and Green Council members are based solely on pupil votes. Pupil voice 

shines through on many occasions throughout school life, for example, the children decide 

what fundraising should take place throughout the year and how this money should be spent 

each year. 

 

The Rule of Law:  

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the 

country, are consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as when dealing 

with behaviour and through school assemblies. Pupils are taught the value and reasons 

behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the 

consequences when laws are broken. Visits from authorities such as the Police and Fire 

Service are regular parts of our calendar and help reinforce this message.  

 

Individual Liberty:  

Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a 

safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young 

pupils to make choices safely, through the provision of a safe environment and empowering 

education. Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal 

freedoms and they are advised how to exercise these safely, for example through our E-

Safety and PSHE lessons. Whether it is through choice of challenge, of how they record, of 

participation in our extra-curricular clubs and opportunities, pupils are given the freedom to 

make choices.  

 



Mutual Respect:  

Part of our school ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around Core Values such as 

‘Respect’, and pupils have been part of discussions and assemblies related to what this 

means and how it is shown. Posters and displays around the school promote respect for 

others and this is reiterated through our classroom and learning rules, as well as our 

behaviour policy.  

 

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs:  

This is achieved through enhancing pupils understanding of their place in a culturally diverse 

society and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Assemblies and 

discussions involving prejudices and prejudice-based bullying have been followed and 

supported by learning in RE, PSHE and in any subject where appropriate. Members of 

different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning 

within classes and the school. 

 

Curriculum organisation and planning  

We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan for each year group. This 

indicates what topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children. We 

review our long-term plan on an annual basis.  

With our medium-term plans, we give clear guidance on the objectives and possible activities 

and teaching strategies that we use when teaching each topic.  

Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily basis. We use 

these to set out the learning objectives for each session, and to identify exactly what 

resources and activities we are going to use in the lesson.  

Throughout the school we adopt a discrete approach to curriculum planning where 

connections are made between different subjects where possible to help deepen the 

children’s understanding of a topic. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is 

coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum (KS1 & KS2) and early 

learning goals (FS), and there is planned progression in all curriculum areas for children to 

build upon their knowledge base. 

 

The Foundation Stage  

 
The curriculum that we teach in the reception class meets the requirements set out in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). Our curriculum planning focuses on the Early 

Learning Goals and on developing children’s skills and experiences, as set out in this 



document. The EYFS staff plans specifically for the needs and interests of the pupils 

ensuring that the curriculum is broad and balanced.  

Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by 

engaging in well-planned structured activities. Teaching in the reception class builds on the 

experiences of the children in their pre-school learning.  

Throughout their reception year, teachers assess children’s achievement against the Early 

Learning Goals. This assessment forms an important part of the future curriculum planning 

for each child. 

 

Enrichment 

We are committed to the broadest educational offering and to providing our children with a 

range of experiences and skills that they can draw upon and use throughout life. This 

enrichment takes many different forms throughout the curriculum. An enrichment programme 

takes place for an hour a week where the children take part in various activities such as 

cooking, outdoor forest school fun, circle time, health education and puzzles and memory 

games. Forest school is also incorporated into Science lessons. Trips, visiting specialists, 

themed days and weeks, swimming lessons, and Music teachers and school clubs also 

enrich the children’s learning throughout the year as explained in more detail below. 

 

Trips and Visits  

Trips are planned for each year group each year. The trips are often linked to subjects, for 

example when learning about the Victorians in History, a trip to Horton Kirby may be planned. 

This visit allows the opportunity for children to dress as Victorian children and visit a Victorian 

village and school. Here they walk in the footsteps of Victorian children and find out what life 

was really like for children in that era. 

Our location gives us access to a wealth of historic and educational institutions in London but 

we also ensure that local facilities and sites are selected for visits and supported by the 

school, for example, Bromley museum, the local Waterstones bookshop and studying the 

River Cray. We have also formed relationships with organisations around the area and 

incorporate activities with them into our curriculum eg nutrition workshops at Tesco, singing 

carols at the local church, entering art competitions at our local Hobby Craft and visiting Pets 

and Home when studying animals. 

 



Workshops, specialists and visiting speakers 

A variety of workshops take place throughout the academic year. These link to different parts 

of the curriculum, for example:workshops are often held by a visiting science specialist during 

science week; visiting authors have spoken to the children during the week that includes 

World Book day; a theatrical group visit the school annually to perform a piece of theatre to 

the whole school and conduct workshops with some year groups; and sports specialists also 

attend school each year to teach children skills such as bike riding, boxing, cricket and 

football. We also have links with our local Police and Fire service who visit school to speak. 

Our new curriculum also endeavours to make the most of visiting speakers to talk about jobs 

connected to a topic that the children are studying. For example, an engineer may speak to 

our Year 5 class when they are studying rivers and attempting to build a bridge in DT.  

 

Themed days and weeks  

We have a variety of themed days and weeks that take place throughout the year. For 

example, Art week takes place in the Autumn term, Maths week in the Spring term and 

Science week in the Summer. In English, some themed days are also designed to fit with 

national initiatives like national poetry day and world book day. As well as enterprise being a 

strand that runs all the way through our curriculum, we also hold an enterprise week at 

towards the end of the Summer term where each class is given a budget which they use to 

prepare items to sell at the Summer fayre. 



Clubs and competitions 

A variety of clubs are offered to the children each year including lunch time and after school 

clubs. Typically, these include a variety of sports clubs, indoor games room, chess club, IT 

club, story club, choir and acting club. 

Manor Oak children regularly compete in sports competitions. This healthy competition 

encourages the children to work hard and be the very best that they can be. An English 

competition is also held each term based on handwriting, descriptive writing or learning 

poetry off by heart. Other competitions are entered each year inspired by national 

competitions, such as the letter writing competition held by the Royal Mail, the art and design 

competition where children had to design a statue for the fourth plinth and various story 

writing competitions. Children from Manor Oak have enjoyed many successes in these 

competitions leading to trips to London being won and writing being published in books.   

 

Charity 

Students and staff at Manor Oak Primary School are very keen to support charities and 

vibrant fundraising activities take place each year. Over the past few years we have 

fundraised for and supported the British Heart Foundation, Water Aid, Cardiac Risk in the 

Young (CRY) and Epilepsy Research UK. Events are planned each year and are led by both 

students and staff. 

 

Children with special needs 

The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children 

who attend the school. If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of 

individual children, then we do so. There are some occasions when children will need special 

help to overcome a learning difficulty or to ensure that the curriculum fully extends their 

abilities. Overseen by the Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO), teachers and teaching 

assistants support some children in small groups or on a one-to-one basis as required.  

School provides an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for each of the children who are on the 

special needs register. This sets out the nature of the special need, and outlineshow the 

schools will aim to address the need. The progress of these children is reviewed and 

monitored at regular intervals. (Please see SEN policy for more details). 

 

Greater Depth children  

The school is committed to making provision for children who achieve at an exceptionally 

high level. We ensure that these children are challenged in both depth and breadth during 

lessons. Opportunities are given for children to develop their talents right across the 



curriculum. The successes and achievements of all children are celebrated each week in our 

Celebration Assembly. 

 

Parental Involvement  

 
We are well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make good 

progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents of each child by keeping 

them informed about the way in which the children are being taught and how well each child 

is progressing. 

 

 

Monitoring and review  

 
The Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher (with curriculum responsibility) are responsible 

for the day to day organisation of the curriculum. They monitor the weekly lesson plans for all 

teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements of the National 

Curriculum/EYFS, and that all lessons have appropriate learning objectives. Subject leaders 

also check coverage on long and medium term plans and ensure resources are at hand.  

 

 

 

 

 


