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Promoting Fundamental British Values 

 
The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 
expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British  values of democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs.” 
How well schools promote such values are now part of the Ofsted inspection process.  
  
At Manor Oak Primary School, the promotion of British values is not something new to our 
curriculum. Such values are integral in all we do whether it be through our assemblies, our 
RE curriculum, our personal, social, health and citizenship lessons or through other areas of 
the curriculum. The term British values can be somewhat misleading as these values are 
integral to so many countries across the world.  
   
Being Part of Britain 
  
Our curriculum reflects, celebrates and teaches children about diversity. For example, in RE 
children learn about the six main religions: Christianity, Islam, Sikism, Buddhism, Judaism 
and Hinduism. They examine different types of marriage in Britain today and learn about 
various customs and naming ceremony customs. Children are provided with opportunities to 
visit different places of worship.  
  
Throughout the year we celebrate being part of Britain. In general terms this means we 
celebrate events such as Christmas, Harvest, Diwali, Ramadan, Remembrance Day, Black 
History and Gypsy Roma.  In addition, we always take part in key British events such as the 
Olympics, World Cup and the Royal events. For such events we hold parades, tea parties, 
concerts and do additional curriculum classroom work about how such events relate to being 
British.  
 
The PSHE programme of study incorporates a wide range of elements which link to British 
Values.  
  
In Geography children learn about their place in our world, both locally and globally.  
  
In History children learn about Victorian Values, the impact of ancient civilisation on our 
country and language (Ancient Greece/Mayan). In addition, children learn about British key 
figures who represent Britain through the ages and reflect diversity within our society.     
                             
Democracy 
  
Pupils are always listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and with concern to 
each other, respecting the right of every individual to have their opinions and voices heard. 
We encourage pupils to take ownership of not only their school but also of their own learning 
and progress. This encourages a heightened sense of both personal and social 
responsibility and is demonstrated on a daily basis by our pupils. Co-operative Learning is 
embedded throughout the school and each child has a voice. The annual election and work 
of our school council reflects British democracy and pupils representing each year group 
have the opportunity to have their voices heard.  
 
Rules and Laws 
  
Children are taught the importance of rules and laws and how school rules reflect those in 
our country. Children are taught the reasons behind rules and that they are there to keep us 
safe and happy.  Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws and rules and that 
they govern and protect us. They are aware of the responsibilities involved and the 



consequences when laws are broken.  Each class discusses and decides their own class 
rules. Positive behaviour reinforcements are operated throughout the school through a star 
badge system, certificates and prizes. Visits from authority figures in society such as the fire 
brigade, the local community police officers, nurses and governors demonstrate to children 
how rules and laws are an integral part of a safe and happy Britain.  
  
Individual liberty 
  
Alongside rules and laws, we promote freedom of choice and the right to respectfully 
express views and beliefs. Pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that 
they are in a safe and supportive environment. Pupils are encouraged to know, understand 
and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advised how to exercise these safely, 
for example through our Online and Cyber Safety and PSHE lessons. They are taught how 
to use their choices and freedoms safely though our curriculum in areas such as e-safety, 
anti-bullying, Relationship and Health Education and drugs awareness education.  
Children may choose to take part in our wide range of extra-curricular activities. They have a 
very broad choice of lunchtime play areas and activities. They are involved in their own 
learning and respond to their learning by feedback systems and self- review of marking.  
 
Mutual respect and tolerance 

Manor Oak is an area which has become culturally diverse during the last two decades and 
we are proud to promote and celebrate our different backgrounds and beliefs. Our school is 
totally inclusive through our curriculum and daily practice. Our pupils know and understand 
that it is expected and imperative that respect is shown to everyone, whatever differences 
we may have, and to everything, whether it is a school resource, a religious belief etc. 
Children learn that their behaviour choices have an effect on their own rights and those of 
others. We celebrate this diversity in our curriculum. As part of our PSHE curriculum children 
study the unit Valuing Difference. Examples include celebration of different religious festivals 
throughout the year, the participation of all our children, including those with disability, in all 
our curriculum activities and the regular staff training we undertake to ensure this inclusive 
practice remains outstanding.  Behaviours which are contrary to these British values are 
actively challenged, whether they be from children, parents or staff. Such instances are 
extremely rare but always treated seriously. 

 
 


